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A Service of Doubt, Faith, and Surprise 
 
 

Words of Welcome 
 
Opening Song  “Christ Is Risen”  
 
Call to Worship  (from Psalm 16)   Read bold print 

Leader: Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. I say to 
the Lord,  
People: “You are my Lord; 
    I have no good apart from you.” 
 As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, 
    in whom is all my delight. 
Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; 
    their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 
    or take their names upon my lips. 
The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; 
    you hold my lot. 
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
    I have a goodly heritage. 
I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
    in the night also my heart instructs me. 
I keep the Lord always before me; 
    because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 
    my body also rests secure. 
10 For you do not give me up to Sheol, 
    or let your faithful one see the Pit. 
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11 You show me the path of life. 
    In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
   All:  in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 
Silence and Centering Prayer     

Liturgist: Let us pause for a moment of centering in silence, allowing 
these words sink deeply into the depths of our being. 

Silence 

Reflection 1 “How Does Scripture Form You?”  Pastor Craig  

  
Song  “Easter People, Raise Your Voices”  
 
Scripture Reading    John 20:19-31   Rev. John Tucker 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.” 
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin[a]), one of the twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, 
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the 
nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 
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stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have 
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that 
you may come to believe[b] that Jesus is the Messiah,[c] the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

Sermon “Defending Thomas”       Guest Preacher: Rev. John Tucker 
 

Song    “Christ has Risen”  
Prayers for Our World and One Another 

Let us enter now into a time of prayer for one another and for our world. 
We will do what is called a Bidding Prayer. I will open, and then I will 
bid your prayers based around various categories. During the silence 
after each category is bid, I invite you to add your own prayers, either 
aloud or in silence. I will then close with a prayer, then the Lord’s Prayer. 
Let us be in prayer. 

*** 

Let us pray now for all who are ill, in hospital or at home, especially 
those affected by cancer or COVID-19.  

*** 

Let us pray now for all medical and emergency services personnel who 
are responding to the best of their abilities with the resources that they 
have at hand. 



Online Gathering for Worship 
Cottage Grove and Junction City United Methodist 

Churches 
April 19, 2020 

	

Page 4 of 5 
	

*** 

Let us pray now for all those who are hungry or food insecure, and for 
all community and religious efforts to provide food and shelter. 

*** 

Let us pray for the leaders of nations around the world, not only 
regarding their response to this pandemic, but also that they may do 
everything possible to assure the health and welfare of their citizens. 

*** 

Let us pray for our friends, family, and neighbors for their health and 
well-being. 

*** 

Let us also express our thanks to God for the expressions of love and 
caring that we have witnessed in our families, communities, and world. 

*** 

Let us express our gratitude for life and the myriad things that gladden 
our hearts. 

*** 

These prayers, spoken aloud or in silence, we lift into the universal 
embrace of the One who is Love, and we make them in the name of the 
One who showed us what Love looks like in the flesh, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, and we now join our voices in the prayer he taught us, saying: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen 
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Prayer Response “Now the Green Blade Rises”  

Blessing  

May the Lord bless you and keep you,  
May the Lord unbind you and set you free.  
May the Lord shine light upon your path, 
And illuminate the Way of Christ before you. 
Amen. 

Closing 


