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“Ransomed from Futility” 
Scripture:  
Acts 2:14, 36-41  New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live 
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. . . 
36 Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and 
Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, 
what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the 
promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 
him.” 40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three 
thousand persons were added.  
 
1 Peter 1:17-23   
17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent 
fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited 
from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, 
like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was 
revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised 
him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. 
22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual 
love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 
 
 
Diary of Anne Frank and the forces of death and domination 
We have been sheltering in place for over a month now, and have not 
gathered in worship together since March 15th. It seems like a long time 
for many of us. But I can’t help thinking about the experience of sheltering 
in place that other people have had in recent history.   



“Ransomed from Futility” 
 

 

 
Page	2 

 
  

A number of years ago, I had the pleasure of portraying 
Otto Frank in a local community theatre’s production of 
The Diary of Anne Frank. You might recall that play, or 
may have seen the movie based upon it, or perhaps you 
have even read the book. It tells the story of the Frank 
family who go into hiding – sheltering in place – in the 
attic room of a small business in Amsterdam during the 
Nazi occupation in the 1940s. The Franks, another family, and a dentist 
all shared a very small living space for over two years before their hiding 
place was betrayed to the Nazis and they were arrested and deported to 
Nazi death camps. For over two years they could not go outside, could 
not take a walk in the sunshine, had to wait until night to flush their toilets, 
and were completely dependent upon the delivery of food by friends, 
whose lives were also imperiled by assisting them.  

Throughout the play, and the book as well, there lurks 
the threat and danger of the various forces conspiring 
to uncover the Frank’s hiding place and to send them 
to death. These forces were the Nazi political system 
and the more insidious forces of bigotry, prejudice and 
xenophobia. The Franks and the others were in hiding 
simply because they were Jewish.  

Same Forces Conspired Against Jesus 
Peter in his speech in Acts (that opened our worship today) is riding the 
post-Resurrection-and-gifting-of-the-HS-wave (at least in Luke’s rendering of 
the story), and he has just spoken about how Jesus had been crucified and 
killed by the religious and political authorities and power structures of their 
time, but had been raised from the dead by the power of the same God 
who had worked marvels and wonders through him. Keep in mind the fact 
that Peter and the other followers of Jesus had just experienced the full 
power of the collusion between the religious establishment in Jerusalem 
and the might of the Roman military machine. Jesus, their beloved spiritual 
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teacher, a man who embodied the fullness of human compassion and 
gracious benefaction of the Eternal God, had been arrested under the 
cover of darkness, subjected to a mockery of justice in a sham trial, was 
flogged, scorned, spat upon, and ultimately subjected to torture, 
degradation, and finally, death on a cross. This was accomplished by the 
Powers of Domination of his time: the Roman Empire, and the religious 
leadership in Jerusalem. Religion and Imperial practices (“politics” in our 
contemporary parlance) are both potent forces in their own right, but 
beware when they team up. The results have rarely been pretty in human 
history. 

These are the very forces that Peter refers to as “the inherited ways of 
futility” in his letter from which we just read. So, what are the “Ways of 
Futility?” In today’s terminology,  they are those systems of domination and 
oppression that provide a semblance or illusion of importance and 
impressiveness, but in fact rob life of meaning, joy, richness, vitality, 
significance. When human beings are subjected to conditions that do not 
allow for their full flourishing or fulfillment of their created potential, then 
life becomes empty and futile.  

But here’s the thing: Human beings were not created for futility or to lead 
futile lives. We were created to fulfill our many human potentials and 
possibilities. Jesus speaks about this specifically when he says “I came that 
they might have life and have it in abundance.” When he talks about being 
“perfect as your Father in Heaven is perfect,” he means for us to achieve 
our purpose in life, as our Father in Heaven achieves His purpose in life. 
(The word for this in Greek is telos.) You see, Jesus was actually a very 
positive, life-affirming person. He believed that every person could achieve 
their potentials, especially their spiritual potentials, if, a). the limiting and 
prohibitive conditions in life were removed or mitigated, and, b). if those 
persons applied themselves to seek out their potentials and manifest them. 
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That’s why he said things like, “Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and 
you shall find; knock, and the door will be opened unto you.”  

Do you recall the phrase that both John the Baptist and Jesus use at the 
beginning of the Gospels? “Repent and be baptized!” You might 
remember that I have suggested in previous sermons that we translate that 
into these words: “Move into your Next (Bigger) Mind! Immerse yourselves 
in God’s abundant life!” Here it is again. Peter is quoting Jesus almost 
verbatim: “Move into the Bigger Mind, and immerse yourself in the power 
of Jesus the Anointed One, whose power is made present by the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.” This sermon, delivered by Peter, occurs on the day of 
Pentecost, when the assembled followers of Jesus have experienced a 
powerful visitation by the Holy Spirit. This recalls the promise that Jesus 
made in the Upper Room during his discourse during supper, how he would 
send the Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth, who would serve as our 
Advocate, Counselor and Guide. This is because the Path of Jesus is a 
process of growth away from the old life of futility into a new life of joy, 
purpose, fulfillment, based in just and righteous relationships between all 
persons, and a life-sustaining relationship with the earth. Peter says, you 
can have that life of fullness! You can experience life in abundance 
because the spiritual presence of Jesus is directly available to you! 

Let me give you an example of what it means to achieve our potentials and 
live life in its abundance. Two or three years ago, I 
discovered that three avocado seeds had sprouted in my 
compost pile. I “rescued” all three about the same time. I 
planted them in pots with potting soil. Two of the plants 

flourished and grew tall, and I had to 
transplant them in even bigger pots, which 
helped them to flourish even more. One, 
however, just seemed to struggle. It has never grown very 
tall, and has remained in a smaller pot. Here’s the thing: All 
three avocado seeds possessed the same potential of 
becoming an avocado plant and developing into full-grown 
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trees. But only two have begun to manifest their growth potential. One has 
been hampered in its growth, and remains stunted to this day. 

The ways of futility from which Peter says Jesus has ransomed us are the 
forces of domination, death, and destruction that still hold sway in our 
world to this very day. These forces stunt and deform us as we week to 
grow in fullness of life. But we express and experience our true freedom 
in Jesus Christ every time we do anything that ensures that present and 
future generations have a healthy and livable environment on earth. We 
express our true freedom in Jesus Christ when we make sure that 
everybody has access to safe drinking water and the food they need. We 
express our freedom in Jesus Christ every time we listen to folks on the 
margins of society and empower them to determine what it is they need 
in life, instead of presuming we know it all. We express our freedom in 
Jesus Christ when we choose not to meet in worship in order to ensure 
that no one’s health is endangered through our actions. We express our 
freedom in Jesus Christ when we support the efforts of people who are 
refugees from political danger or natural disasters to find safe living 
conditions. We express our freedom in Jesus Christ when we open our 
hearts to those who don’t look like us, or think like us, or even worship 
like us. We express our freedom in Jesus Christ when we seek to shelter 
families like the Franks, who are simply trying to escape the clutches of 
death.  

These are the ways of life in abundance. And there’s nothing futile about 
them in any way. Go, and do likewise. 

 

 


